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Vision Statement:
We will be a parish who lives
the message and mission of
Jesus.

OUR STEWARDSHIP
OF TREASURE
Sunday Collection for June 19, 2022

Please Note: Due to the Juneteenth Holiday,
collection data for last weekend (June 18/19)
will be reported in next week’s bulletin.

DUE TO THE JULY 4TH HOLIDAY...
•

Sunday’s 6:00 pm Mass, July 3, is canceled.

•

The Parish Ofﬁce will be closed on Monday,
July 4.

OLW ARTISTS...
TO SHOWCASE YOUR ARTISTIC
ABILITY ON THE FRONT COVER
OF OUR SUNDAY BULLETIN!
We’re looking for OLW parishioners (of all ages), families, ministries, groups, artists and/or doodlers
to submit cover art for our Sunday Bulletins. Artwork can be based on Sunday Gospels or something
more abstract. Imagination highly encouraged!
For more information, or to download a submission form, please visit https://bit.ly/3zoB4ul.
Questions? Contact Sean Reilly at communications@olwparish.org or 224.518.1777.
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GREETINGS OUR LADY
OF THE WAYSIDE!
Hello Sisters and Brothers in
Christ,
My name is Fr. Gilbert
Rushubirwa Mashurano and
I’m very excited to have just
been assigned to be the Associate Pastor of Our Lady of
the Wayside Parish, starting
on July 1st, 2022.
I was born and raised in Bokoba, Tanzania, which is a
country located in the eastern part of Africa. I came
to United States of America as a seminarian for the
Archdiocese of Chicago, and was sent to St. Joseph
College Seminary, under Loyola University, to study
for two semesters. I then transferred to St. Mary of
the Lake University in Mundelein to continue with
my studies, eventually earning a Master’s Degree in
Divinity.
I was ordained to the Priesthood on May 12, 2012,
at Holy Name Cathedral by His Eminence, Francis
Cardinal George. My first assignment was to St. James
Parish in Arlington Heights, Illinois, where I served
for five years, until July, 2017. I was then assigned to
St. Raymond Parish, also in Arlington Heights, where
I also served for five years.
I’m looking forward to becoming a part of the Our
Lady of the Wayside Parish family! Please drop by
the Gathering Place after all weekend masses on July
2nd and 3rd to say Hello, and introduce yourself
and your family.
Our Lady of the Wayside …… Pray for Us!
Yours in Christ,
Father Gilbert Mashurano

RESOLUTELY DETERMINED
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C

In the Gospel for this Sunday,
St. Luke states that Jesus “resolutely determined to journey to
Jerusalem.” Jerusalem is where
Jesus would be handed over to
the authorities in order to fulfill
His mission from the Father to
redeem mankind on the cross.
The word “determined” tells us
Father Arthur Marat
that Jesus had made a firm decision and was going to move forward to carry it out regardless of the diﬃculties that He might encounter. What
is interesting here, however, is that the St. Luke adds that
Jesus was “resolutely determined,” as if to emphasize that
Jesus was beyond resolved to save us. In other words, Jesus
was resolutely determined to love us.
Has there ever been someone in your life who was so resolved to love you that nothing—not even the greatest obstacles, even hours of agonizing torture and death—could
stand in the way? For most of us, the only people who come
close to showing this kind of love are our parents through
their daily loving sacrifices. Even parents, however, are not
as perfect in their love for us as the Lord. For Jesus, every
moment, every prayer, every suﬀering in His earthly life
was an expression of His love for us as well as His resolute
determination to do absolutely everything necessary to ensure our salvation.
As the summer months begin, I would like to invite
you to take time in the quiet moments that tend to
be more plentiful this time of year to reflect on the
fact that Jesus is resolutely determined to love you.
Nothing and no one could, can, or ever will stop Him from
this decision. During His earthly life, Jesus expressed this
determination in all of the suﬀering that He endured, and
even now Jesus continues to express His resolute resolve
to Love us in the Eucharist, which the Lord promises will
remain until the end of the ages.
Do you realize what an immense gift this is?

Editor’s Note: To learn more about Father
Gilbert, check out this Exodus Trekkers article,
written by a parishioner of St. James, where
Father Gilbert was ﬁrst assigned: https://bit.
ly/3xCn1Pv

Yours in Christ,
Father Arthur
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BE INFORMED / STAY INFORMED
On all Happenings at Our Lady of the Wayside

Don’t be left in the dark!
Here’s how to stay “in-the-know.”
Pick up a copy of the weekly Bulletin in Church or outside the Parish Ofﬁce, or
view it online or subscribe to receive it by email.
Visit the “News & Events” pages of our Website at www.olwparish.org.
Subscribe to receive “Wayside Wednesday,” our weekly E-newsletter.
Follow (and Like) us on our Social Media Channels:
Technology-challenged? Need a little help connecting? NO WORRIES!
Contact Sean Reilly, Communications Director, at 224.517.1777 or communications@olwparish.org

UPDATED YOUR PARISHIONER INFORMATION YET?
If not... please complete the CARD located in the pews or do it
ONLINE by visiting: https://bit.ly/OLWupdate. Thank you!!
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Be a sign of

mercy.
I should no longer say that I have
neighbors to help, but that I must
myself be a neighbor to others.
—Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, no. 81

How You Can Help
PRAY

Pray for the Holy Father, for those he reaches out to serve in
compassion, and for the ongoing activities of the Holy See, all
of which will benefit from the Peter’s Pence Collection.

SHARE

T

he Peter’s Pence Collection has a long tradition as
a sign that Catholics around the world are joined
in support of the Holy Father.

A Concrete Sign of Mercy
The year 2020 united the whole world in suffering as the
COVID-19 pandemic took millions of lives and created widespread economic hardship due to the closure of
nonessential businesses. In Lebanon, the hardship of the
pandemic was compounded by a catastrophic explosion
of a warehouse at the port in Beirut on August 4, 2020.
The blast killed more than 200 people and injured and
displaced thousands more.
With funds collected through the Peter’s Pence
Collection, the Holy Father provided an immediate
response of €250,000 to the Church in Lebanon, which
made medical care, temporary shelter, and other basic
needs available to victims through the efforts of Caritas
Lebanon, Caritas Internationalis, and sister organizations
of Caritas. Donations to the Peter’s Pence Collection
support not only the activities of the Roman Curia that
assist the pope in the exercise of his ministry but also

Share this bulletin insert with anyone who might be interested.

GIVE

Give generously to this collection as a sign of mercy to those
who suffer around the globe and in support of the ongoing work
of the Holy See. By doing so, you help build up the Church so
that it can continue to minister to all for generations to come.

solidarity projects that help those most in need, such as
emergency relief to the people of Lebanon.
For more information on Peter’s Pence, please
visit the Vatican’s Peter’s Pence website:
www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html.

A Tradition of Support for the Holy Father
Support for such papal efforts is rooted in the scriptural
message to take care of the poor and expresses unity with
the Holy Father in two ways: through the ongoing activities of the Holy See and through the charitable works of
the Holy Father on behalf of those most in need.

Peter’s Pence Collection | Office of National Collections | www.usccb.org/nationalcollections
3211 Fourth Street NE | Washington, DC 20017-1194 | (202) 541-3346 | Fax (202) 541-3460
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Photo: © CNS/Paul Haring.
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Bible Study

FEATURED VIDEO OF THE WEEK

This week we celebrate the Solemnity of Saints
Peter and Paul, each of whom spread the Gospel
to the nations in the earliest days of the Church.
In honor of Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles,
enjoy this ﬁlm from the Bible Collection.
If you haven’t yet registered for FORMED,
you must ﬁrst do so here: https://formed.org
Once registered, watch the video here:
https://bit.ly/3y3vRHg
A complimentary subscription to FORMED is brought to you by Our Lady
of the Wayside’s Oﬃce of Lifelong Faith Formation. Please enjoy!
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In Person & Online / Friday Morning 9:30

Join us for lively discussion of
next Sunday’s readings:
Isaiah 66:10-14c
Galatians 6:14-18
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20
Join us in the Cabrini Room of the Parish Center
or email biblestudy@olwparish.org for a sign-in code.
		

June 26, 2022

REFLECTION:

LIVING THE GOSPEL IN A SECULAR WORLD
Contributed by: Douglas Sousa, S.T.L.

How do I ﬁt the practice of my faith into the demands of everyday life?
Putting our faith into action is the challenge of every believer.
We are pulled between making time for prayer and good works
on the one hand and raising a family and holding down a job
on the other. It is diﬃcult to pray the rosary or study the Bible when supper needs to be prepared, the kids need a ride to
soccer practice or when we have to work overtime on a project.
It is diﬃcult to keep our minds focused on the kingdom of God
when so many other demands are made on our time and energy.
Nonetheless, Jesus calls us to love him no matter what the circumstances of our life may be. We are to give ourselves totally in
his service whether we are a priest or parking lot attendant, nun,
or nurse.
This Sunday’s readings give us some important clues on how to
balance the practice of our faith with the demands of life in the
21st century.
In the second reading, Saint Paul reminds us to “serve one another through love.” Love is the calling of every Christian. It makes everything we do pleasing to God. By adding a little love, we can take whatever we’re doing and make it
an opportunity to serve Jesus. When we oﬀer our thoughts, words, and actions up to God in love, then the demands of
job and family no longer get in the way of our life of faith, but actually help us to grow closer to God and others. They
become opportunities for prayer as we draw on the power of his Spirit to enable us to love as he does.
The gospel reading gives us another clue. Jesus tells one of the men who wishes to follow him, “The Son of Man has
nowhere to rest his head.” Jesus had no permanent place in this world. It is a reminder to us that we have no permanent home here either. Our final destination is heaven. We are not meant to get too comfortable here on earth. Whether we have been blessed with abundance or are struggling to get by, our homes and possessions are not ours to keep.
Remembering that helps keep our work in perspective. We are called to something greater than the status and prestige
that money promises.
Finally, we must be always ready to serve the needy around us. In today’s gospel, two of the people who approach Jesus
have excuses for not following him. But Jesus did not have time to wait around for them. It was “now or never.” How
many times have we used the demands of family life or of our job as an excuse not to practice charity? Jesus tells us
very plainly that when we fail to feed the hungry or give drink to the thirsty, it is really him whom we are ignoring.
Are our heads buried so deeply in the details of our everyday lives that we miss Jesus when he passes by? If we are to
become holy in the 21st century we must not let our busy schedules be an excuse for not doing good.
We do not have to give up on the hope of becoming saints because we have jobs and families. By oﬀering our work
up to God in love, by not valuing the accumulation of wealth too highly and by not allowing our busy lives to be an
excuse to overlook the needs of others, we can discover a sure path to holiness in our everyday lives.
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BYSTANDER CPR CLASSES
Illinois Heart Rescue is offering Bystander CPR classes to
the Our Lady of the Wayside Community.
Classes will be held in the Gathering Place after all the
masses on Saturday, August 27 & Sunday, August 28.
You will learn the basic steps of CPR and
how to use an AED. Classes are FREE!

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Golden Wedding Anniversary
Celebration Mass

SAVE THE DATE!
The Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass is
scheduled to be held on Sunday, September 18, 2022
at 2:30 pm at Holy Name Cathedral.
Couples celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary this year are invited to participate. More details
coming soon.

REFLECT

Retreats for
Mid-Life
Singles
Mid-life Singles: Are you looking for a space and time
to reﬂect in order to gain a renewed sense of purpose and connection ? Register today for a REFLECT
Day of Reﬂection at Marytown Retreat and Conference Center in Libertyville, IL. (30 miles northwest of
Chicago), on Saturday, July 16 2022.
Take a chance and get involved… you won’t
regret it!
Cost is $50 including continental breakfast & lunch.
For more information:
visit www.ReﬂectRetreat.com
e-mail reﬂect.illinois@gmail.com
or call 630-222-8303

Please contact familyministries@archchicago.org
with any questions.
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KATHY O’NEILL, R.N.
COORDINATOR OF PASTORAL HEALTHCARE

What To Do If You Find a Tick On Yourself
Warmer weather is here. That means more time outside
at parks, hiking trails and participating in other outdoor
activities. Unfortunately, this could also mean ticks, and with
them, Lyme disease.
Lyme disease is spread through the bite of infected ticks, according to the CDC. The CDC says the deer tick spreads the
disease in the northeastern, mid-Atlantic and north-central
United States.

Advocate Christ Medical Center.

“When it comes to tick bites and Lyme disease, one of the
most important things you can do is prevent a tick bite. One
of the ways you can do that is to avoid being in tick infested
areas,” said Dr. Saira Ajmal, an infectious disease doctor with

If that is not possible and you are going to be visiting a wooded area or walking in places with tall grass, Dr. Ajmal
says there are certain precautions you can take:
•
•
•
•
•

Wear light colored, protective clothing. Dr. Ajmal suggests tucking trouser cuﬀs into your socks. Tape the
area where the pants and socks meet so the ticks can’t crawl underneath.
Apply insect repellent. Dr. Ajmal recommends 30 to 50 percent DEET
Treat your clothes with permethrin. Permethrin is an insecticide that kills insects that touch it.
When walking, walk in the center of the trail. This helps you avoid weeds brushing up against you.
Once you’re out, check yourself and the people you are with for ticks. Do this every two to three hours.

“If you do find a tick, the most important thing is to remove it promptly,” Dr. Ajmal says.
All you need to remove a tick is a pair of tweezers. Grasp the tick as close to the skin surface as possible, pull
straight up and then thoroughly clean the area with alcohol or soap and water. Watch for the development of a rash
for up to 30 days after finding a tick.
Initially, you may notice an allergic reaction to the saliva from a tick, which would be a small area of redness, Dr.
Ajmal said. This reaction is diﬀerent from the erythema migrans rash you would get from Lyme disease. An EM
rash happens three to 30 days after a bite and looks like a bullseye — red on the outside, white on the inside — and
it would grow.
“Signs and symptoms can vary from one person to another and what influences that is how long a person has been
infected by the time they develop symptoms,” said Dr Ajmal.
If you experience any rash or illness with a fever, call your physician and tell them you were bitten by a tick.
Article contributed by: Brittany Lewis
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Prayer for Life

Oh God, our Creator, all life is in your hands from conception until nat�ral death.
Help us to cherish our children.

Help us to understand and respect the awesome privilege of our share in creation.
May all people live and die in dig�it� and love.

Bless all those who defend the rights of the unbor�, the handicapped and the elderly.
Enlighten and be mercif�l toward those who fail to recog�ize the sacredness of life.
Give us courage to speak with t��th and love and with conviction in defense of life.
Let freedom be tempered by responsibilit�, integ�it� and moralit�.
We ask this in Jesus' Name.
Amen
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY:
5:00 pm Saturday, July 2, 2022
Presider: Fr. Gilbert Mashurano & Deacon Peter LeTourneau

SACRED LITURGY:
Monday, June 27, 2022
8:30 am – Robert McCabe, John Ivory

7:30 am Sunday, July 3, 2022
Presider: Father Arthur Marat

Tuesday, June 28, 2022
8:30 am – Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside

9:30 am Sunday, July 3, 2022
Presider: Father Gilbert Mashurano

Wednesday, June 29, 2022
8:30 am – Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside

11:30 am Sunday, July 3, 2022
Presider: Father Arthur Marat

Thursday, June 30, 2022
8:30 am – Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside

6:00 pm Sunday, July 3, 2022
* there will be no 6:00 pm Mass due to the July 4th Holiday.

Friday, July 1, 2022
8:30 am – Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside

GOSPEL MEDITATION:

June 26, 2022
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

And to another he said, “Follow me.” In every moment of every
day, in every circumstance and experience, God is calling us.
We can easily get distracted and not hear it or simply ignore
it, pretending it wasn’t even heard. When we do hear it and
favorably respond, there are some conditions that must be met.
Jesus makes it clear that once we say yes to his invitation, we
must stay focused and forge ahead. We cannot keep looking
behind or worry about unfinished business. There are some
tasks, and discipleship is one, that require our full devotion.
There are many “masters” vying for our attention. We need
something or someone to give us direction. Human nature
requires it. Our motives and actions reveal what has our allegiance. It is tempting to give ourselves to masters that lure
us with intriguing promises. When given the choice between
a “master” that promises worldly success, abundant wealth,
status, privilege, and security versus a “master” that asks for
self-sacrifice, hardship, suffering, ridicule, and death, to whom
do we go? While the promise of immediate pleasure is enticing,
there is always a catch. For all that secular masters can promise,
they always keep us looking behind, checking on ourselves,
second guessing choices, calculating options, and being slaves
to excessive worry. Our guard can never come down. Only one
master really promises life: Jesus Christ. Hearing his call, we
either trust him or we don’t.
Saying yes to following Christ does come with a risk. But it also
comes with the brightness of future hopes and dreams. There
is no need to keep looking behind. Sins are forgiven and regrets serve no effective purpose. God is not there. He’s moved
beyond all that stuff. God is in the today and the tomorrow
and what he can continually do with our daily affirmation to
follow Him. All we need to do is be obedient. St. Gianna Molla
is credited with saying, “The stillness of prayer is the most essential condition for fruitful action. Before all else, the disciple
kneels down.” Begin with prayer. We will not only hear God’s
call but find the courage to trust that He will guide us where we
need to be. God uses us in the most ordinary of ways through
the simple daily expression of our lives. ©LPI

Saturday, July 2, 2022
8:30 am – Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside
5:00 pm – Evelyn McGrath, Emily Piergalski, Kadyr Hannon,
Frank Lowe
Sunday, July 3, 2022
7:30 am – For the Living and Deceased Members of Our
Lady of the Wayside
9:30 am – Nicholas Palmer, Frank Gordon, Betty Schmelzer,
Cy & Rose Farwell
11:30 am – Marilyn Dellorto, Peter Brian Tillotson, Derek
Farrell, John Ivory

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 26, 2022
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Gal
5:1, 13-18/Lk 9:51-62
Monday: Am 2:6-10, 13-16/Ps 50:16bc-17, 18-19, 20-21,
22-23/Mt 8:18-22
Tuesday: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8/Mt 8:2327
Wednesday: Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/2 Tm
4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19
Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 9:1-8
Friday: Am 8:4-6, 9-12/Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131/Mt
9:9-13
Saturday: Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mt
9:14-17
Next Sunday: Is 66:10-14c/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/
Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9
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Sunday, Jun 26, 2022
Respect your freedom
The Statue of Liberty is the symbol of our nation's reverence for
personal freedom. Yet too many of us lose our liberty to substance
abuse and other addictive behaviors, including gambling,
pornography, overeating, and compulsive consumerism. More
subtle than these overt practices are patterns of thinking and
feeling we may be losing control over: anxiety, depression, rage,
racism. Today is the World Day Against Drug Abuse and
Trafficking. Prayerfully reflect on behaviors or emotional states that
make you feel less free, and take a step today toward liberty.
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21; Galatians 5:1, 13-18;
Luke 9:51-62 (99). “For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm
and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.”

Monday, Jun 27, 2022
Everyone needs a mother’s love
Saint Cyril of Alexandria died on this day in 444. He is
remembered for many things—admittedly not all of them good—as
the archbishop of his city, which was at the height of its influence
over the Mediterranean world during his time. One of his most
enduring legacies was his hard-fought teaching on Mary as the
“Mother of God,” which created the basis for all other theology
about Mary. Saints aren’t perfect, and neither was Cyril—the man
who helped connect us to a tender, loving mother in Mary also
committed acts of violence and injustice. Perhaps his deep flaws
illustrate just how much all of us—even saints who champion Mary
—need her intercession.
MEMORIAL OF CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF
THE CHURCH
TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 2:6-10, 13-16; Matthew 8:18-22 (377).
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”

Tuesday, Jun 28, 2022
Come alive with faith
For Irenaeus, the Incarnation says as much about the redeemed
as it does our Redeemer. Yes, Christian doctrine teaches that
Jesus Christ is both fully human and fully divine. And, yes,
Irenaeus battled the heresy known as Gnosticism—which
emphasized the divine nature of Jesus at the expense of his
humanity. But for Irenaeus, the Incarnation also meant that the
“glory of God is a human being fully alive.” He believed that God
became human so that humans might become divine. How will you
choose to be “fully alive” today, in order to glorify God?
MEMORIAL OF IRENAEUS, BISHOP, MARTYR
TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Matthew 8:23-27 (378).
“The men were amazed and said, ‘What sort of man is this?’ ”

Wednesday, Jun 29, 2022
Rest in peace
You might think that the two foundational giants of the Christian
tradition who share a feast day would have been best buddies, but
in fact Peter and Paul had their differences, especially around the
question of whether people who weren’t Jews needed to observe
Jewish Law in order to become followers of Jesus. It is not entirely
clear whether they fully reconciled their differences before they
were both martyred in Rome (on the same day, tradition says),
though it is clear that Paul’s position carried the day over time.
Perhaps there’s a message for today’s divided church—we can
disagree with one another, even on matters of great importance,

and still rest together in the same great tradition.
SOLEMNITY OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES
TODAY'S READINGS: Day: Acts 12:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18;
Matthew 16:13-19 (591). “Whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven.”

Thursday, Jun 30, 2022
Keep their memory alive
It is a deeply human act to remember the dead, especially those
who died as result of acts of violence. Today’s memorial for the
First Martyrs of the Church in Rome places the church squarely
within this tradition of remembrance. We recall innumerable
Christians who were put to death in gruesome ways by the
emperor Nero, who blamed Christians for a devastating fire in
Rome in the year 64. Nero did not crush the church, and neither
has the memory of those early martyrs been erased. Your reading
these words keeps alive their memory and their sacrifice.
MEMORIAL OF THE FIRST MARTYRS OF THE CHURCH IN
ROME
TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 7:10-17; Matthew 9:1-8 (380). “He then
said to the paralytic, ‘Rise, pick up your stretcher, and go home.’ ”

Friday, Jul 01, 2022
Mixed legacies
On April 1, 2022, Pope Francis offered an historic apology to Inuit,
Métis, and First Nations delegations for the church’s role in
harming Canadian Indigenous Peoples in Catholic residential
schools. This is no small thing to do—for the church or for us
individually. It is difficult to admit that we, and members of the
church we call our own, have at times harmed others. Yet it is
essential to begin the journey of healing. With Pope Francis, let us
commit to an honest reevaluation of the church’s colonial-era
missionary efforts, such as those of Junípero Serra in what is now
California. Let us also be aware of our own shortcomings, seeking
forgiveness with humility and making meaningful amends
wherever possible.
MEMORIAL OF JUNÍPERO SERRA, FRANCISCAN PRIEST
TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 8:4-6, 9-12; Matthew 9:9-13 (381). “Hear
this, you who trample upon the needy and destroy the poor of the
land!”

Saturday, Jul 02, 2022
Woe is me
The Pharisees get a bad rap in the gospels, typically portrayed as
Jesus’ antagonists, narrow-minded and legalistic, focused on
outward ritual rather than inner renewal. And surely there are
elements that ring true. At the same time, some of their beliefs
were quite compatible with Christianity as it evolved, including the
belief in life after death, the resurrection of the body, keeping the
Sabbath holy (i.e., Sunday Mass obligation), and the priority to
spread the faith. It’s easy to see the blind spots and shortcomings
of others. Harder to see our own. Are you aware of your own inner
Pharisee?
TODAY'S READINGS: Amos 9:11-15; Matthew 9:14-17 (382). “Why do
we and the Pharisees fast much, but your disciples do not fast?”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
©2022 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the
following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more
information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app available online at
TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Guided by the Spirit
There will always be something behind us and before us. Time moves on and the world continues to rotate. Will we miss that which exists right before our eyes because they are shut while we are consumed
by the past or worried about the future?
When we go about whatever work God has set for us this day, large or small, we cannot get it done if
we are looking behind us. Being mindful means to live for the present. It sounds like the simplest thing
in the world, but we forget it (I forget it at least once every day). We must be guided by the Spirit.
What I’m talking about here is a radical abandonment of ourselves to God — over, and over, and over
again. We cannot put our hand to the plough, while our eyes are looking backward at what is left behind. We cannot turn back if we are to move forward.
When we take up the yoke of stewardship, we will never be able to bear it if we rely on our own
strength. When we put our hands to the plough, we will never get the job done if we look backwards at
our own track record for inspiration. There is no inspiration there. Let the dead bury their dead.
©LPi

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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abandon (verb)
to give (oneself) over unrestrainedly

