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Christmas 2021 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

We joyfully celebrate the birth of the Lord. As we do so, we are also very much aware 
the challenges that we face—moving beyond the pandemic, building social peace in our 
society, and finding economic stability in uncertain times. In all of this, we reaffirm our faith 
that Jesus truly is Emmanuel, God-with-us. He accompanies us and walks with us. And 
that gives us great confidence and sure hope. 

This year, Pope Francis has called the entire Church to reflect on synodality, a word that 
means “being on the road together,” as we make our life journey. We believe that Jesus is on 
the road with us.  And our faith also leads us to commit ourselves to be on the road with 
each other. In this season, we take inspiration from the Christmas gospel stories of Mary 
and Joseph journeying on the road together to Bethlehem and the Magi on the road 
together to find Jesus. 

I pray that, accompanied by the Lord, we may learn to be sources of encouragement for 
each other on the journey.  

During this holy season, I will bring you, your loved ones, and your special intentions to the 
altar. As I pray for you, I also ask you to pray for me, so that together all of us may find 
renewal in the Lord.  

God bless you and keep you, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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The Eucharist and Christmas
4th Sunday of Advent - Year C

Father Arthur Marat

 When Mary greeted Elizabeth during 
the Visitation, Elizabeth was fi lled 
with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed: 
“Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And how does this happen to me that 
the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? For at the moment the sound 
of your greeting reached my ears, the 
infant in my womb leaped for joy.” 
� is encounter between Elizabeth 

and Mary, between Jesus and St. John the Baptist, is both amazing 
and joyful! Our souls, too, should be fi lled with such joy during 
every celebration of the Eucharist because we encounter Jesus—
our Lord and God—and receive Him directly into our hearts, 
souls, and bodies.

When I celebrate the Holy Sacrifi ce of the Mass, I o� en observe 
that only a few people fully realize or understand that Jesus Christ 
is truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. Fre-
quently, I notice that parishioners minds are occupied with many 
thoughts and very little space is le�  in their hearts for longing, joy, 
and gratitude that arise from faith. � is pushes me to ask: “Where 
are our poor human hearts during the Mass? Do we really long for 
and anticipate our encounter with Jesus? Are we open to the Holy 
Spirit?” I realize that emotionally we do not always feel happiness 
or joy, longing or anticipation. Events happen in our lives that 
make us sad. But even in suff ering, the miracle of encountering 
and receiving the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord 
in the Eucharist is still that—a MIRACLE! Yet, o� en our hearts are 
closed and occupied during the Mass and we just go through the 
motions without considering and realizing Who truly comes to us 
during the Eucharist. With absent minds and occupied hearts we 
mechanically receive Jesus in the Eucharist. 

Advent is a special time to prepare for Christ’s coming both at 
Christmas and in the Eucharist. God knew that if He had come 
to us in all of His glory in His Incarnation, then we would be ter-
rifi ed and frightened of Him. For this reason, Jesus came to us as 
a small, defenseless child, so that the world would receive Him 
with joy, openness, and sincerity. Jesus—the Son of God and Son 
of Mary—also comes to us in the Eucharist. Here, too, Jesus comes 
in the form of Bread and Wine as someone who is defenseless, 
gentle, and humble. During the remainder of Advent, let us realize 
the gi�  before us, open our hearts, and invite Jesus into our souls. 
Let us greet such a Loving Savior, like St. Elizabeth and St. John the 
Baptist, with great joy and gratitude. Let us long for Jesus and, 
when He comes, let us tell our Gentle Lord: “Jesus, welcome 
to my heart. Make it Your home, and help me to follow Your 
will.” 

Yours in Christ,
Father Arthur

REP Schedule for the Weeks of 
December 20 & 27, 2021

• Tuesday, December 21, NO REP CLASSES 
• Wednesday, December 22, 11 am, Practice for 3 

pm Christmas Eve Family Mass
• Friday, December 24, 2 pm, Practice for 3 pm 

Christmas Eve Family Mass
• Saturday, December 25, MERRY CHRISTMAS!
• Tuesday, December 28, NO REP CLASSES
• Saturday, January 1, 2022, Happy New Year!

� e Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Mother of God

Th e Fourth Sunday of Advent: Th e Candle of Love
As we light the Angel Candle on the fourth Sunday 
of Advent, we remember the love shown to the world 
through the birth of Christ to the Virgin Mary. Th is 
amazing act of mercy brought about the redemp-
tion of the world. Th is gift  of love is too precious and 
wonderful to keep to ourselves; we must share it with 
others. From Advent Week 4 : Activity Guide | Cross 
Catholic Outreach https://bit.ly/3oJw4uF

As you light the candle of love this week, say this 
prayer: All-powerful God, your eternal Word took 
fl esh on our earth when the Virgin Mary placed 
her life at the service of your plan. Lift  our minds 
in watchful hope to hear the voice which announces 
his glory and open our minds to receive the Spirit 
who prepares us for his coming. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. From Advent Prayers (xavier.edu) 
https://bit.ly/30k76sy
 

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

NEWS
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS
9:30 A.M. 12/5 SUNDAY FAMILY MASS

Thank you to our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who 
volunteered for the 9:30 Family Mass on Sunday, 12/5. 
Your eff orts contributed to joyful and prayerful celebra-
tion of the Mass. It was wonderful to see so many chil-
dren and families join in.

Christmas Eve Family and Teen Masses

The OLW Parish Children and Family Christmas Eve 
Mass will be at 3pm. Thank you to all of our volunteers 
who have signed up to help. We are still in need of adult 
ushers for the 3 p.m. Mass and teen ushers for the 4:30 
p.m. Mass. Look for signup information in this bulletin. 

Practice for 3 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Mass 
is at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, December 22 and at 2 
p.m. on Friday, December 24. Please note: all students 
who have signed up to help at Mass MUST come to 
both practices!

Parish-wide Invitation to Advent Meditations

The Flocknote Advent Meditation series ended on Sat-
urday 12/18. Eight topics were shared. Please join 
Danielle Pitzer and Deacon Peter LeTourneau 
at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, 12/19 in the Gather-
ing Place to talk share fellowship and your experiences 
following the Advent Meditation series. We’re looking 
forward to seeing you there!

CHRISTMAS ANGELS NEED...
to host St. Benedict’s Christmas Lunch

 COVID clipped our wings last 
year, but this Christmas morn-
ing, we are planning to caravan 
to St. Benedict’s to set up and 
serve Christmas meals to those 
in need.   

COVID protocol will be followed, 
facemasks will be worn, and all 
servers need to be at least 12 
years of age. 

If you can’t attend, please consider providing cooked hams 
and turkeys (dropped off locally on Christmas morning) 
and/or wrapped hats and gloves (marked male or female) 
to distribute as gifts. 

For additional information and to register, 
please visit: https://bit.ly/3GATMiK.  

We appreciate any support you can give to be a 
#diff erencemaker for the hungry and less fortunate.

Please contact Randi Rooney rrooney@shanleypump.com, 
or Steve Perille sperille@outlook.com, with any questions.   

Thank you for your generosity!

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
OF TREASURE

Sunday Collection for December 12, 2021

Budget Variance

Sunday Masses $8,535

Mail and Walk-up $22,425

eGiving $12,466

Total Sunday $43,426 $34,135 $9,291

This Week’s Gifts Total Gifts

Seminaries $1,985 $19,340

School Support This Week’s Gifts ‘21 YTD

Rebek $1,200 $12,024

Or... Scan the QR Code with your mobile phone camera.
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Holiday Mass Schedule:
Vigil of  Christmas  Friday, December 24

3:00, 4:30, 6:00 and 10:00 pm
Christmas Day  Saturday, December 25

7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am
The Feast of  the Holy Family  Sunday, December 26

7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am & 6:00 pm
Solemnity of  Mary, The Holy Mother of  God 

Friday, December 31, 5:00 pm
Saturday, January 1, 9:30 and 11:30 am

Solemnity of  the Epiphany of  the Lord 
Saturday, January 1, 5:00 pm

Sunday, January 2, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am & 6:00 pm

Celebrate the Christmas Season 
With Our Lady of the Wayside!

Our Lady of  the Wayside Catholic Church
450 South Mitchell
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
(847) 253-5353
Rev. Arthur Marat, Pastor
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Voices Needed for the 3 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Children’s Choir!

We’re looking for twenty-fi ve, Grades 3 – 8 students from 
OLW REP and OLW School to participate in the 3:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Mass Choir.

Rehearsals are at 4:00 pm on Wednesdays, December 1, 
8, 15, and 22. Students will wear masks in rehearsals and 
during Mass.

Sign up HERE: https://bit.ly/3nzzOyq

Stay tuned – a SignUp Genius to volunteer to serve 
during Mass will be sent out in early December.

Dear OLW Parishioners,

During this most holy season, rejoice in the birth of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. As stewards of our faith, please con-
tinue his good work on earth by considering a gift through 
your will or a planned gift in support of our Church. A be-
quest can be made to our parish using the following language:

“I give [insert specifi c dollar amount, or percentage of net or 
residuary] to The Catholic Bishop of Chicago, Tax ID #36-
2170826, a corporation sole located in Chicago, Illinois, to be 
used for the benefi t of Our Lady of the Wayside Parish located 
in Arlington Heights, Illinois. However, if Our Lady of the 
Wayside Parish ceases to exist in its current form, then to the 
new parish or parishes erected in its stead.”

Please consult an attorney and fi nancial advisor when drafting 
your will or trust. For more information, please contact Our 
Lady of the Wayside Parish at (847) 253-5353.

Thank you for your consideration.

 Planned Giving or Will Gifts for OLW

LEGACY 
PLANNING

There will be no bible study on 
Friday, December 24th. 

Bible Study will resume on 
Friday, December 31st.

Live Online Bible Study
Friday Morning  9:30

Email biblestudy@olwparish.org 
for a sign-in code.

Please Join Us For a... 
FAMILY ROSARY LIKE NO OTHER

On Tuesday, January 11 at 7:00 pm, Relevant Radio’s 
Father Francis (Rocky) Hoff man will host a live broad-
cast of his Family Rosary Across America national 
radio program from Our Lady of the Wayside Church.  

Family Rosary 
Across America 
unites more than 
100,000 Catholics 
from across the 
nation to pray the 
rosary.

After the Rosary, 
Fr. Rocky will share a meditation on The Beatitudes.

This event is sponsored by Our Lady of the Wayside’s 
Christian Family Movement (CFM) and is open to OLW 
families as well as families from surrounding parishes.  
All are welcome!  For more information contact Carol 
Stuber at cfmchair@olwparish.org.

Real families. Real prayers. All together, in real time.
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OLW Robotics Teams Are Winners Again!! 
#expandingtalents 

 
All of our Robotics teams placed in the top 2 in at least one of the four main categories at  
the FLL Robotics Regional Tournament this weekend. Thirty-eight team participated – 

the largest regional tournament in the state with 38 teams participating.  
We are so incredibly proud of the success of our students at this tough regional tournament. 
 
 

Coding Cats (8th grade girls) tied for 2nd place  
for CHAMPION’S AWARD! 

This is given to teams who excelled in each of the competition 
categories: Core Values, Robot Performance, Robot Design and 

the Innovation Project. They advanced to the  
State Championship Tournament in January. 

Congrats to Clare Bauer, Maggie Berwick, Frankie Demeter, 
Erin Lynch, Megan Newell, Katie Strzyzynski,  

Grace Trunnell, and Annie Utech 
 
 
 

RoboCats (8th grade boys, 7th grade coed) took 1st place for the 
ROBOT PERFORMANCE AWARD and ROBOT DESIGN AWARD! 
They scored the most points during Robot Games and used 
outstanding programming principles and solid engineering 

practices to develop a robot that is mechanically sound,  
durable, efficient and highly capable of performing challenge 

missions. They advanced to the  
State Championship Tournament in January. 

Congrats to Sean Allen, Jake Bondy, Matthew Hervas,  
Kevin Maciolek, Nicolas Nicolandis,  

Elizabeth Schermerhorn, Anna Stuber, and Ben Stuber 
 
 

 
Wild Gears Rookie Team (6th grade coed) tied for 

2nd Place for ROBOT DESIGN AWARD! 
That’s a 1st and 2nd for OLW School! 

WildGears is our rookie team and they used new (and 
different) robots this year which required them to code in a 

different programming language than our other teams. 
Congrats to Jack Berwick, Kyle Greazel, Jack Hoeper, 

Louis Maiorano, Jackson Maloney, and Fiona McLaughlin   
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KATHY O’NEILL, R.N.
COORDINATOR OF PASTORAL HEALTHCARE

How to Save on Your Winter Power BillsHow to Save on Your Winter Power Bills
Experts predict natural gas prices to soar this winter, making many people worried about the price of heating their homes.

If you’re working from home, you may be wondering how to keep your winter power bills in check and avoid freezing in the 
pajamas you didn’t change out of. Th is seemingly impossible task can be done with a 
bonus of conserving energy.

Heating your home uses the most energy in the wintertime, whether your heat is 
generated from gas, electricity or water, said Travis Hawks, sustainability specialist 
with Advocate Aurora Health.  Appliances like space heaters, computers and light-
ing to fi ght the darker days also use up energy, which increases electricity costs in 
the wintertime.

“Saving energy helps save money and contributes to healthier environment for the 
communities and world we live in,” Hawks said. “Emissions from our energy usage 

contribute to climate change and environmental degradation, which will have signifi cant impacts on the earth and the life it 
supports, including our own.”

Fossil fuels provide most of the energy in the Midwest, Hawks explained. Coal and gas-powered plants emit harmful pol-
lutants in the atmosphere such as mercury; sulfur dioxide, which contributes to acid rain; and particulate matter air which 
contribute to coronary heart disease, lunch cancer, asthma, and developmental conditions.

Th ese powerplants and their waste products create environmental justice issues because they’re oft en located in low-income 
communities, he said. Th ey’re also a huge source of greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change. Mining and fracking 
practices also directly contribute to environmental degradation and oft en pollute groundwater.

Hawks shared some tips for conserving energy, staying warm and fi ghting climate change this winter:
• Open your blinds in the daytime and close them at night. Th e sun is a great source of heat in the daytime, but your win-

dows can also be a source of heat loss especially at night. Closing the blinds at night helps to keep your windows more 
insulated. Consider purchasing insulated curtains to maximize the energy effi  ciency of your windows

• Insulate your windows by sealing them with a clear plastic wrap and caulking around the frame if needed, especially in 
older homes with air leaks and draft s.

• Adjust the thermostat, adjust to 68 degree while home and go 7-10 degrees down when you’re not home or sleeping.
• Close doors and vents in unused room.
• Bundle up with sweaters, blankets, and a hot beverage vs. using a space heater.
• Using LED lights for decorations, LEDs use 75% less energy than standard incandescent lights and last up to 25 times 

longer.
• Adjust your water heater. Water heaters take up a lot of energy, only behind heating and cooling costs typically, the rec-

ommended temperature is no higher than 120 degrees.
• Change furnace fi lters. Replace or clean furnace fi lters to help keep your air clean and your furnace running more effi  -

ciently up to once a month.

� ere are also ways to practice energy conservation no matter the season, those include:
• Turn off  lights when they’re not in use and open blinds to allow natural light
• Switch to LED bulbs that use less electricity
• Put your computer in power saving mode when you’re using it and turn it off  when you’re done for the day
• Turn off  your monitors if you plan on being away for more than half an hour
• Turn off  and unplug appliances like coff ee makers, microwaves and cell phone chargers

Article contributed by: Grace Wong
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Monday, December 20, 2021
8:30 am – Thomas Smith

Tuesday, December 21, 2021
8:30 am – Elizabeth Airan

Wednesday, December 22, 2021 
8:30 am – Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside

Thursday, December 23 2021
8:30 am – Orlando Mastrangeli, The Breitfuss Family

Friday, December 24, 2021 (Vigil of Christmas)
3:00 pm – Rev. Dominic Vinh Ha & Deacon Peter LeTourneau 
                   Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside
4:30 pm – Rev. Mark Augustine & Deacon Peter LeTourneau 
      Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside
6:00 pm – Rev. Dan Brady & Deacon Peter LeTourneau 
      Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside
10:00 pm – Rev. Arthur Marat & Deacon Paul Onischuk 
        Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside

Saturday, December 25, 2021 (Christmas Day)
7:30 am – Rev. Dominic Vinh Ha 
      Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside
9:30 am – Rev. Mark Augustine & Deacon Peter LeTourneau 
      Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside
11:30 – Rev Arthur Marat & Deacon Peter LeTourneau 
  Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside

Sunday, December 26, 2021 (The Feast of the Holy Family)
7:30 am – Rev. Mark Augustine 
      Frank Gordon, Henryk Salwecki, Aleksandra Luszcz 
9:30 am – Rev. Arthur Marat & Deacon Paul Onischuk
      Brendan Kennedy, Josephine Stubing, Fernando S.  
      Caburnay, Betty Hickmann, Bill Raleigh
11:30 am – Rev. Dominic Vinh Ha & Deacon Paul Onischuk 
        Susan Preissing, Eugene Duffy, Marcella Schmidt,
        John Murphy, Fernando Caburnay 
6:00 pm – Rev. Dominic Vinh Ha 
       For the Living and Deceased Members of Our Lady  
                  of the Wayside

December 19, 2021
4th Sunday of Advent
St. Augustine tells us that a “Christian is a mind through which 
Christ thinks, a heart through which Christ loves, a voice through 
which Christ speaks and a hand through which Christ helps.” As 
we look around and out at the world, we do not have to search too 
far before we come face to face with inequity and injustice. There is 
so much unfairness, prejudice, anger, hatred, violence, and want. 
The stories of human heartache, people being hurt, deprived of 
life’s necessities, loneliness, and sickness are far too commonplace. 
For many of the world’s ills, the vices of greed, lust, pride, gluttony, 
and jealousy are clearly among the more significant root causes. 
Why doesn’t God just step in and fix this mess? After all, God cre-
ated this world, and one would hope that he would step up and 
take some measure of responsibility for it! Once we sit with this 
thinking for a while, we can begin to realize just how flawed it re-
ally is. God did take responsibility and God did fix the problem! 
God sent us Jesus Christ as the divine solution to the world’s ills. 
It is not God who has shirked responsibility, we have. We are the 
ones who continually fail to set our own personal needs, wants, 
and securities aside so that One more powerful than us can use us.

Mary had to set her needs aside in order for the Son of God to 
come into the world. Put simply, Mary listened and believed. Hav-
ing opened herself to being an instrument of the Divine, God could 
use her as his mind, heart, voice, and hand. She became God’s ves-
sel so that God’s greatness could reach the ends of the earth and 
peace could come upon the world. God’s fix for the world’s difficul-
ties is you and me. We are the ones who confess that Jesus Christ 
came into the world as the Son of God, the Prince of Peace, and 
herald of justice. All we have to do is believe, as did Mary, that what 
has been spoken to us by the Lord will be fulfilled. Then, we can 
step aside and be the Christians we claim to be. What a difference 
it would make if every person who professed to be Christian truly 
understood that their one and only vocation is to be God’s instru-
ment. What a beautiful, equitable, and just world it would be.  
©LPi

SACRED LITURGY: GOSPEL MEDITATION: 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 19, 2021
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/
Lk 1:39-45

Monday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c and 10b]/Lk 
1:26-38

Tuesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 
[1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45

Wednesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1a]/
Lk 1:46-56

Thursday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [cf. 
Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-66

Friday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 
1:1-17

Saturday (Day): Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 
1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 
3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 
84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 
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Sunday, Dec 19, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (O FLOWER OF JESSE'S STEM)

Your place on the tree
Family trees are an endless source of fascination. Whether you've

explored yours through DNA tests or old photo albums and family

stories, you know that a ragtag line of other people's chances and

choices contribute to who you are. The Advent Jesse Tree

teaches children about many risk-takers and seekers throughout

biblical history who contributed to the arrival of Jesus. Folks like

Jesse himself, the father of David who contributed to the lineage of

the kings of Israel and, without suspecting it, the future King of the

Universe. What might your legacy be, and how do you claim your

place in the great story?

TODAY'S READINGS: Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45

(12). "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of

your womb."

Monday, Dec 20, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O KEY OF DAVID)

He’s on his way
Today’s Great Antiphon—the fourth of seven ancient prayers said

during Advent vespers leading up to Christmas Eve—is “O Key of

David, come and free us!” Each Antiphon is a call to Christ using a

messianic title from prophecy, and today’s reminds us that we are

captives liberated by God’s grace. The answer to our cries is

embedded in the titles themselves. The seven titles in Latin

—Sapientia, Adonai, Radix Jesse, Clavis David, Oriens, Rex

Gentium, and Emmanuel—in reverse order form the acrostic ERO

CRAS, which means “I am coming soon.”

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 (196). “The Lord

God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule

over the house of Jacob forever.”

Tuesday, Dec 21, 2021
MEMORIAL OF PETER CANISIUS, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH (O RADIANT

DAWN)

Let the light shine
The Protestant Reformation was an age of strife and contestation,

especially in Germany, ground zero of the upheaval in 1517. Into

the morass stepped a learned Jesuit scholar, amazing preacher,

and gifted writer—Peter Canisius, whose rational arguments in

support of Catholicism proved quite persuasive. Peter’s three

written catechisms were so effective, German-born Pope Benedict

XVI told a papal audience in 2011, that later generations of

Germans simply referred to them as “the Canisius.” On what’s the

longest night of the year for many, tap the faith of Peter Canisius to

reflect upon the ways that Jesus is our Radiant Dawn.

TODAY'S READINGS: Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a;

Luke 1:39-45 (197). “Blessed are you who believed that what was

spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”

Wednesday, Dec 22, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O KING OF ALL NATIONS)

God of surprises
God acts in ways we least expect. The long-awaited Messiah was

expected to be a military leader who would lead his people, Israel,

to victory and out of oppression. Instead, he was born in a stable

to a young woman of the village and a carpenter who would be his

foster father. Today that young woman makes a bold

proclamation, “He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones

but lifted up the lowly.” As we come closer to Christmas, ask God

to help you look for him in the unexpected so that he might

refashion you. After all, history is full of unexpected saints—why

not you?

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56 (198). “[God]

has looked upon his lowly servant. From this day all generations

will call me blessed.”

Thursday, Dec 23, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O EMMANUEL)

Hear our plea
What is more poignant than an expression of heartfelt longing?

Today anyone taking part in the longstanding tradition of Evening

Prayer, or vespers, sings, “O Emmanuel, come to redeem us!” It’s

a plea of yearning. For centuries on this day near Christmas,

Catholics have opened their hearts and prayed for a savior. Let

this vulnerable prayer of hope and desire for all that Christmas

represents—light, life, salvation—be a kind of mantra as you go

about your day.

TODAY'S READINGS: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66 (199). “When

the time arrived for Elizabeth to have her child she gave birth to a

son.”

Friday, Dec 24, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY

Thanksgiving on Christmas Eve
For many Catholics, Christmas Eve is brimming with meal

preparation, cleaning, wrapping last-minute stocking stuffers, and

Midnight Mass. It can also be a difficult day for those missing loved

ones. In whatever situation you find yourself, take a moment and

join the church in praying the Canticle of Zechariah, also known as

the Benedictus. As he awaited the birth of his son John (later

known as the Baptist), Zechariah sang a canticle of gratitude to

God for setting us free from all that binds. May this prayer bring

freedom and joy to us all!

TODAY'S READINGS: Morning: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Luke

1:67-79 (200). “In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from

on high shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in

darkness.”

Saturday, Dec 25, 2021
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)

The weary world rejoices
The efforts of people of goodwill everywhere in the quest for peace

and justice continue, and our leader is born anew today! Spiritual

author and priest Henri Nouwen put it well: “The world is not

whole. . . . But it is into this broken world that a child is born, who is

called Son of the Most High, Prince of Peace, Savior. I look at him

and pray, ‘Thank you, Lord, that you came. . . . Your heart is

greater than mine.’” Our hope and our hearts increase today.

Rejoice!

TODAY'S READINGS: Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

(14); Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 (16). “And

the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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Baby Jesus’ Wish List

Odds are you’ve got a Christmas list going by now — gift ideas for everyone from your nephew to your goddaughter to 
your mailman. But what about the birthday boy? What’s the gift Jesus gets from you this Christmas?

If you’ve ever read the Book of Leviticus, you know all about the sacrifi ces God asks of the Israelites, referred to in the 
reading from Hebrews today. Leviticus can be a chore to read — a little repetitive, a little intimidating. There’s a lot of 
very specifi c actions that God asks His Chosen People to complete to make up for whatever they have done wrong. In 
essence, it’s a bit of a wish list for gifts.

But it’s a wish list that can really confuse you. What’s God going to do with a cereal off ering? The kidneys of an animal? If 
you look closely, what God is doing here is beautiful. He’s customized his wish list to only those things He knows the Isra-
elites can give. It’s God saying, in what amounts to theological baby-talk for folks who barely know of Him and His ways, 
exactly how they could be stewards. “Do this, but don’t do that. If you do that, do this and you will fi nd My mercy.” 

Our guide to stewardship — the Gospels of Christ — is less precise because by the time of Christ, God’s people have 
grown in understanding of love and mercy and relationship with the divine. Through Christ, we fi nd out that God’s real 
wish list didn’t really consist of cereal off erings and the kidneys of various animals. It’s far simpler, but luckily, it’s some-
thing we still have on-hand. All He wants is our whole heart.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS           ©LPi

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
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www.smartroofers.com

847.797.0404
License # 104009220

SHINGLE & FLAT ROOFS

ICE DAMMING SOLUTIONS

PARISH MEMBER

Year round fencing. 
All types of fencing including 
entry gates and gate operators.

847-906-3231 
john@fcfence.com • www.fcfence.com

Asbestos Abatement

Lead Abatement

Mold Remediation

Interior Demolition

6640 99th Pl. • Chicago Ridge, IL 
P 708-442-5823

www.celticenvironmental.com

GARY P. BALAS, D.D.S.
General Dentistry
For Adults & Children

(847) 259-4244
1430 N. Arlington Hts. Road 
Suite 202, Arlington Heights

Parish Member

James P. 
Frett, D.D.S.

FAMILY DENTAL CARE

847-253-8811
407 W. Prospect Ave.

Office 1⁄2 Blk. S. of RR Tracks at Central Rd.
Parish Member

www.nwoms.com

Peter D. Chemello, D.D.S.
Matthew E. Gauthier, D.D.S.
Christopher J. Colby, D.D.S.

1600 W. Central Rd., Arlington Heights, IL 60005 
847/392-6220 • Fax 847/392-6236

2445 Westfield Dr., Suite 502, Elgin, IL 60123
847/931-1248 • Fax 847/931-9164

950 W. Route 22, Suite 165, Lake Zurich, Il 60047
847/438-2220 • Fax 847/438-4475
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Grant Trunnell, D.D.S. 
OLW Parish Member & School Parent

222 N Plum Grove Rd, Palatine 
847-359-4700 • www.plumgrovedental.com

JOHN W. GLUECKERT 
President - Family Owned & Operated

1520 N. ARLINGTON HEIGHTS ROAD 
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS • 253-0168

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED  • 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
FACILITIES ALL ON ONE LEVEL   •   CREMATION SERVICES

William Haberichter  •  Matthew Haberichter 
Melissa Nelson,  Directors

                     Funeral Home

3615 Kirchoff Road • Rolling Meadows 253-0224

We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, 

reliable, waste management, 
recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

I live  
by faith. 

          

                              2 Corinthians 5:7

1510 N. Arlington Hts. Rd. 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004
www.costellodental.com

Serving the Arlington Heights Community For Over 50 Years

• Call to Schedule a Complimentary Consult: (847) 259-1111 •

MARTIN OPTICAL
Dr. Martin Matus & Associates - Optometrists
Comprehensive Eye Exams • Glasses • Contacts 
Treatment of Eye Disease, Infection • Laser Vision Consultation

www.martinopticaleyecare.com
1046 S. Arlington Hts. Rd. 

290-1131

 
Commercial • Residential

Kevin Lowe (847) 255-2040 
Parish Member 3750 Industrial Dr.

Licensed - Insured - Bonded

K. Lowe  
Plumbing, Inc.

JOHN’S ROOFING, INC.
847-297-9984

Roofing • Gutters • Siding 
Soffit • Fascia 

Insured     Free Estimates

Mary Cay Chisholm, AuD 
CCC-A, Director

Busse Center for Specialty Medicine on 
Northwest Community Hospital Campus

880 West Central Road, Suite 4300 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

Phone (847) 392-2250

Quality You Can Hear!
Supporting local residents & parishioners Since 1977

Securities offered through LPL Financial, 
member FINRA/SIPC.

KEVIN J. MEEHAN 
Regional President,  

Financial Advisor, Parishioner

ADRIA MEEHAN SIEWERT 
Vice President, Financial Advisor, 

Parishioner

SIMPLIFY YOUR 
FINANCIAL LIFE.

(630) 285-0928

 
 

Suburban 
Independently Owned and Operated

Mark Berberick 
Broker, CRB, Parish Member

Residential Real Estate Sales

Office: (847) 385-3086 Direct
Cell: (708) 370-1803

E-mail: markber@comcast.net

CENTRAL PLUMBING  
COMPANY, INC.

Since 1980 
4 Generations of Plumbers

Repairs & Remodeling • Water Heaters 
Disposals • Sump Pumps • Rodding

847-253-9181
Rob Ryan - Kevin Ryan 

IL LIC # PL16019   LIC # 055-012918

Ask for the Parish Discount! 
Additional Discount For Senior Citizens 55 Years or Older!

3.5% Credit Card 
Convenience Fee

Residential & Commercial 
Roofing • Gutters • Sheet Metal

www.tidwellroofingandsheetmetal.com
License No. 104 005422 / 105 004986

847-437-2710
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Piotrowski & 
Associates, Ltd.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax & Accounting
3315 Algonquin Rd., Ste. 420B

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
(847) 259-1900    Fax (847) 259-2016

LAUTERBURG & OEHLER LAUTERBURG & OEHLER FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME
2000 E. Northwest Hwy. • Arlington Heights

Newly remodeled, all facilities are on one floor. 
847-253-5423              James R. Murray, Jr. & Michael Murray              lauterburgoehler.com

DR. JOSEPH A. FAVIA  
847-398-0811 

300 E. Northwest Highway  
Arlington Heights, IL  60004 

   www.faviadental.com
• Dentistry for the Entire Family 
• BriteSmile • Invisalign 
Implant Dentistry 
• Cosmetic Extreme Makeovers

Arlington Heights resident and 
Wayside Parishioner

Maureen Butler Sherwood
Specializing In Personal Income 

Tax Returns and Accounting 
For Small Businesses

Parishioner       847-870-1916

Make A Difference. Be a Mentor 
To Donate Please call (312) 207-5600 

http://www.bbbschgo.org
Sponsored by Stanton Mechanical Inc.

1081 E. Golf Rd. • Arlington Heights 
(847) 956-6800 
www.kitchenvillage.com

Contact Jeff Tkachuk  
to place an ad today! 

jtkachuk@4LPi.com or  
(800) 950-9952 x2513



Parish Information:
Website: www.olwparish.org
Email: officeservices@olwparish.org

Parish Office and Rectory: 
Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday
Phone: (847) 253-5353
FAX: (847) 253-7175

School Office:
Phone: (847) 255-0050
FAX: (847) 253-0543

Religious Education Office:
Phone: (847) 398-5011

Weekend Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am and 6:00 pm 

Daily Eucharistic Liturgies
Monday through Saturday: 8:30 am 
Daily and Saturday Vigil Masses are livestreamed  
on the parish YouTube and Facebook pages.

Mr. Tom King
Chairperson, Parish Pastoral Council

Dr. Grant Trunnell
Chairperson, Parish Management Council

To Be Announced
Chairperson, Worship & Spiritual Life

        Visit and Like our Social Media Channels...

Our Lady of the Wayside
434 WEST PARK STREET • ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 60005

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Adults interested in learning more about the Catholic faith 
in order to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist 
and/or Confirmation, please call the parish office.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please contact Deacon Peter LeTourneau at the parish of-
fice to schedule a baptism. A baptismal preparation ses-
sion is required for your first child.

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 9:30 am to 10:30 am. Or, contact the parish office 
to schedule a time.

Sacrament of Marriage
Contact the parish office at least six months prior to a pre-
ferred date for necessary preparation.

Holy Communion for the Homebound & Hospitalized
Please contact Kathy O’Neill at the parish office. 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Homebound or ill wanting to receive this Sacrament and 
the Eucharist, please contact the parish office.

4th Week of Advent - A Prayer of Love

Holy Father, thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, your 
greatest gift of love to your people. Fill my heart with such love, 
opening my heart to accept your great love for me. Overflow my 
heart with your love, so I may pour it out into the world. Help me 
to love others as you’ve loved me – even those who aren’t so easy 
to love. For following you means loving others as you love me. Lord, 
thank you for your great gift of Jesus as we celebrate Christmas. 
May I ever walk in your love and show the world I am your disciple 
by the love I show to others, keeping Jesus, your Son, close in my 
heart. 

Amen.

Source:PrayerPossibilites.com https://bit.ly/3DBEOqN


