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Sunday Collections for last TWO weeks
(November 21 & 28, 2021)
Two Weeks
Sunday
Masses

$16,403

Mail and
Walk-up

$14,477

eGiving

$17,938

Total Sunday

$48,818

Campaigns

Two Weeks

Budget

Variance

$68,270

($19,452)

Human
Development

$2,719

Thanksgiving
(SVdP)

$3,501

Christmas
2021

$16,475

School

Two
Weeks

YTD
2021

Rebek

$5,000

$10,524

UPDATE: Christmas Eve Mass Times
On November 23, Father Arthur received notification from Bishop Robert
Casey, Vicar General, regarding scheduling of anticipatory Christmas Eve
Masses. The longstanding policy of the
Archdiocese of Chicago is that the time
for the vigil liturgy is to begin no earlier
than 4:00 pm.
The Bishops of the Provence of Illinois recognized, however, that many parishes need to accommodate large numbers of worshipers on Christmas Eve. The Bishops agreed
to grant requests for exemptions from the 4:00 pm policy.
In accordance with the Bishops of the Province of Chicago, no permission will be given for the celebration of a
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass prior to 3:00 pm on December
24.
To comply with this policy, we updated our Christmas Eve
Mass schedule as follows: Children/Family Mass – 3:00
pm. Teen Mass – 4:30 pm. Additional Masses – 6:00 and
10:00 pm. Christmas Day Masses will be celebrated at
7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am.

Thank you for your generosity!

REP is GRATEFUL to
Our Generous Donors
A couple anonymous
donors recently gifted
more than $10,000 to
fund full and partial
scholarships for many
of our REP students.
Thanks to these generous donations, the REP
program is able to continue our tradition of providing
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2nd Sunday of Advent

Celebrate the Christmas Season
With Our Lady of the Wayside!
Holiday Mass Schedule:
Vigil of Christmas Friday, December 24
3:00, 4:30, 6:00 and 10:00 pm
Christmas Day Saturday, December 25
7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am
The Feast of the Holy Family Sunday, December 26
7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am & 6:00 pm
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Friday, December 31, 5:00 pm
Saturday, January 1, 9:30 and 11:30 am
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Saturday, January 1, 5:00 pm
Sunday, January 2, 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am & 6:00 pm
Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church
450 South Mitchell
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
(847) 253-5353

Rev. Arthur Marat, Pastor

December 5, 2021

OFFER ALL TO JESUS THIS ADVENT
Second Sunday of Advent - Year C
On this Second Sunday of Advent, the Gospel invites us to ask ourselves: For what
or for whom do I live? Why am I alive?
The truth is God is always calling us to convert and to live our lives for the Gospel
and for Jesus Christ, like John the Baptist. For various reasons many people do not
want to live for God. Some are too busy for God. Others are afraid to surrender to
His Love. Still others give into egoism, the desire for pleasure, and the pursuit of
money. We see this all too often on television, when movie stars and sports heroes
are unfaithful to their spouses, or become lost in drug or alcohol addiction.
The fact that you are reading this reflection means that you, in some way, want to
follow the call of conversion—the call of St. John the Baptist. In your heart there
must be a desire to say “yes” to God. Unlike the many commercials, movies, and TV shows that lie by making you
think everything will be great in the end, I will not delude you and tell you that everything in your lives will be
perfect and pleasant if you follow Christ. No. Following Christ is connected with the cross. Saying “yes” to Christ
means saying “yes” to suﬀering and loneliness. At the same time, saying “yes” to Christ is also connected with greater
freedom, a deeper sense of the beauty and meaning of this life on the earth, and joy and hope in God’s love and of
Heaven.
Father Arthur Marat

How was St. John the Baptist able to dedicate his entire life to Jesus Christ and endure the ridicule of others who
thought that he was crazy? How was he able to have hope while imprisoned and facing death by beheading for the
crime of telling the truth? What was his secret to enduring suﬀering? St. John the Baptist had hope because he knew
what to do with his suﬀering. He knew that he could oﬀer every moment of his life to God, especially those moments
of deep suﬀering, anxiety, loneliness and even fear, and he believed that God, through Jesus Christ, would accept his
oﬀering and transform it into something great.

Advent is the ideal time to try to begin oﬀering your life to Jesus Christ. This Advent, we can oﬀer
Him our preparations for Christmas, our diﬃculties, our uncertainties about the future, our helplessness, our fears, and our joys with the hope that Jesus will accept our oﬀerings and immerse every
imperfect thing we oﬀer to Him into His own perfect sacriﬁce, and give this to God the Father.
If, you experience that you are unable to oﬀer even the smallest things to Jesus, do not be afraid to invite Mary into
your hearts this Advent and ask for Her intercession. She, as our Heavenly Mother, is ready to help us, especially
when we feel helpless or unable to follow Christ. Mary knows Jesus. She carried Him in Her womb and held Him in
Her arms. She also knows how He stoops down to us in gentleness and love, especially in those moments when life
is diﬃcult and suﬀering is painful. She knows how He makes winding roads straight, and every rough way smooth.
And She knows that He is our hope, our rescue, and the One who gives every person’s suﬀering and life meaning.
Yours in Christ,
Father Arthur

Our Lady of the Wayside								
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RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION
NEWS
REP Schedule for the Weeks of
December 7 & 14, 2021
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Saturday, December 4,
4, 1 pm, Practice for First Reconciliation - church
Sunday, December 5,
5, Second Sunday of Advent; 9:30
am, Family Mass
Tuesday, December 7,
7, Food Drive for Little Sisters of
the Poor continues
- 4 pm, 1st through 4th grade classes meet
- 7 pm, 7th and 8th grade classes meet – Homily Eval
#3 Due Grade 8 ONLY
Thursday, December 9,
9, 6:30 pm, Practice for First Reconciliation – church
Saturday, December 11,
11, 1 pm, First Reconciliation
Prayer Service – church
Sunday, December 12,
12, Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 12,
12, 10:30 am Home Study Family
Group Meeting – Multi-Purpose Room
Tuesday, December 14,
14, Last Day Food Drive for Little
Sisters of the Poor
- 4:00 pm, 1st through 4th grade classes meet
- 4:45 pm, 1st and 2nd grade Nativity Play in the
church
- 7:00 pm, 5th and 6th grade classes meet
- 7:30 pm, Advent Prayer Service – church

Our 1st and 2nd Grade REP Students
Cordially Invite YOU to a Revival of the
Annual Nativity Play
When: 4:45 pm on Tuesday, December 14
Where: Our Lady of the Wayside Church
What: Bring your best singing voice* and a willingness
to join in the wonder of the mystery of the birth of
Our Lord, Jesus Christ.
*This is an interactive event. We are asking our honored guests to sing out as the celestial choir during key
parts of the play.
Masks will be warn at all times except for our
performers with speaking parts who will remove
their masks only when speaking.

Students please bring your books and folders to class

The Second Sunday of Advent: The Candle of Faith
As we light the second candle, representing
faith, we remember the humble living conditions into which Jesus was born. Because
there was no place in Bethlehem for Mary
and Joseph to lay their heads, they made
their home in a stable and placed Jesus in
a manger when he was born. They had faith that they would
receive what they needed. From Advent Week 2 : Activity
Guide | Cross Catholic Outreach https://bit.ly/3FZVJ82
As you light the candle of faith this week, say this prayer:
God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with
joy so that we may share his wisdom and become one with
him when he comes in glory, for he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. From Advent
Prayers (xavier.edu) https://bit.ly/30k76sy
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Our 5th and 6th Grade REP Students Invite YOU to Their Advent Prayer Service
When: 7:30 pm on Tuesday, December 14
Where: Our Lady of the Wayside Church
What: Join us in prayer and devotion in anticipation of
the birth of Our Lord. Meet the sisters of Little Sisters
of the Poor and learn more about them.

December 5, 2021

DEACON’S BEACON
by Deacon Tom Corcoran

“You are the light of the world. Do not light a lamp then put it under a bushel basket….
your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Heavenly Father.” Matthew 5:5-16
Please email your comments to: irenetomc@hotmail.com

In my November 7 article, I talked about the need for us
to find God in our life by looking for “The Truth.” Today I
want to talk about the need for us to help the next generation to find that “Truth” in their life and what it means to
them.
Most of us recognize that today it is more diﬃcult to raise
our children in our faith than it was in previous generations. We have fine schools (especially at Our Lady of the
Wayside), but the outside influences from “social media”
can be quite confusing for our children. What can we
do, because “if the parents are not responsible for their
children, then who is?” Those words were spoken by an
inner-city mother about some of the issues she faces raising
her family.

Our Catholic Family
As we begin our Advent journey and also start our first
OLW Family Mass, I thought that it would be good to
revisit one of St. Pope John Paul II’s letters that focuses on
the value of the family in our Catholic faith.
1. Our example is where everything starts. He writes
that “The future of humanity passes by way of the family.” The future of our family passes by our personal
example. There’s an old saying that “The fruit does not
fall from the tree”, or for those of us who remember the
70”s – “The Cat’s in the Cradle.”
2. We can’t outsource our role as primary educator. At
Baptism the celebrant says, “You have asked to have
you child baptized.” We are accepting the responsibility of training the child in the practice of the faith.
Familiaris Consortio reminds us of our responsibility to
guide the faith development of our children.
3. Our family is a “Little Church.” Our home is a “Little
Church” where we live our faith in our daily life. our
homes need to oﬀer our children an immersive experience in the Faith. A home altar or prayer corner, icons,
a crucifix — these and other visuals, help to deepen
our families’ faith life.

“The future of evangelization,” he writes, “depends in great
part on the Church of the home.” We have a very important role to play – it starts at birth and lasts throughout our
life.
Fortunately, at OLW we have many fine programs to assist
the parents and children in their faith growth, including –
OLW youth ministry; Religious Education (R.E.P.); Little
Saints Pray and Play; periodic Missions; and our Christian
Family Movement (C.F.M.), new members are always welcome! Please see the bulletin for additional information
on these and other programs.

We are all God’s Children
As we deal with our family and church faith and support,
we need to remember we are all part of God’s family. There
is not a shortage of need – there is a shortage of volunteers
and resources.
We are called to share our good fortune in life with those
that are less fortunate, those that are lonely, those that just
need an ear to listen and encourage them. There is also
giving of your time. Volunteering, spending time with
someone who is alone.

“The Truth” is Jesus Christ
We are nourished when we receive the Body and Blood of
Jesus in the celebration of the (Mass) Eucharist. As a result
of the Covid pandemic many of us have watched the Mass
on TV. But for most of us, if we follow the guidelines, it’s
safe for us to celebrate Mass in person. Watching Mass on
TV is like seeing your favorite star in a movie or on TV as
opposed to meeting the person in person. Jesus is present
to us through the Eucharist.

4. Our family is on a mission. If our family is a “domestic
church,” then it follows that we have been entrusted
with what St. John Paul II calls a “missionary task.
Our Lady of the Wayside								

I look forward to seeing
you at Mass.
Have a Blessed Advent
Season!
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Giving Tree 2021

We invite you to join us again this year in making a di�ference for over 300 individuals and families from St. Mark Parish who are in such great need. �is year
the families are struggling even more and the need for warm clothes and food
continues.
Due to restrictions currently in place regarding social distancing and health
safety precautions being followed during this Covid-19 Pandemic, we are again
structuring our Giving Tree a bit di�ferently. �ere will be one tree in the back of
church to pick up envelopes. �e slip inside the envelope allows the opportunity
to choose the recipient and the amount of your gi�t. Please simply take an envelope… or 2.
If you prefer, please use the slip below, designate the amount of your gi�t and your preference (Children, Adults and
Family Groceries). We ask that you return your gi�t in an envelope and drop it in the red boxes at the back of church or
in the vestibule of the Parish O�ﬁce. As in past years we will purchase gi�t cards through our school program.
�e ﬁnal date for gi�t return is December 5, 2021. �is allows time for our gi�ts to be delivered to and distributed at St.
Mark’s. �ank you for joining us in this beautiful expression of the Christmas Spirit!
Child / Adult

Boy / Girl

Family Groceries

To give electronically via GiveCentral,
visit: https://bit.ly/30qJNg4

Gi�t Amount $________
Gi�t Amount $________

Little Sisters of the Poor Charity Drive for St. Joseph’s Home
Love is key to the care of the
aged at St. Joseph’s Home.
All of their services are
designed to create a homelike atmosphere in which
to give their Residents the
care they need.

More than 177 years of experience as a congregation exclusively at the service of the elderly has given the Little
Sisters of the Poor the knowledge and intuition of the
concerns and needs of the elderly poor—security, loving care, esteem and the desire to feel useful.
It has been a long-time tradition at this time of year for
OLW REP families to gather needed and requested items
for the residents of St. Joseph’s Home.
Our REP Charity Drive Begins on Monday, 11/29 and
ends on Tuesday, 12/14. Items may be dropped oﬀ when
you drop oﬀ your student for REP or any weekday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. at Wayside Middle School (ask for
Danielle when you arrive).
6

2nd Sunday of Advent

Please take a look at the items and the link below and consider giving from the kindness of your heart.
REQUESTED ITEMS:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stove Top Stuﬃng
Flour – 5 lb bags
Sugar – 5 lb bags
Juice (cranberry, apple, orange juice that wouldn’t
have to be refrigerated)
Paper towels
Disposable cups – 8 and 12 oz
Disposable plates – dinner and desert sizes
For a list of urgently needed items visit:
https://bit.ly/3p9bxi1
But wait, there’s more! You
are invited to an Advent
Prayer Service at 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 14
to honor the Advent season
and meet the sisters from
Little Sisters of the Poor.
December 5, 2021

Retirement Fund
for Religious
Please give to those who have given a lifetime.
Please donate at your local parish or by mail at:
National Religious Retirement Ofﬁce
3211 Fourth Street NE
Washington DC 20017-1194

Make check payable to Retirement Fund for Religious.

retiredreligious.org

Second
Collection
December
11-12

Visit retiredreligious.org/2021photos to meet the religious pictured.

©2021 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC • All rights reserved • Photo: Jim Judkis
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Voices Needed for the 3 p.m.
Christmas Eve Children’s Choir!
We’re looking for twenty-five, Grades 3 – 8 students from
OLW REP and OLW School to participate in the 3:00 pm
Christmas Eve Mass Choir.

Live Online Bible Study
Friday Morning 9:30

Rehearsals are at 4:00 pm on Wednesdays, December 1,
8, 15, and 22. Students will wear masks in rehearsals and
during Mass.
Sign up HERE: https://bit.ly/3nzzOyq
Stay tuned – a SignUp Genius to volunteer to serve
during Mass will be sent out in early December.

Join us for lively discussion of
next Sunday’s readings:
Zephaniah 3:14-18
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:10-18
Email biblestudy@olwparish.org
for a sign-in code.

St. Mark’s Food Collection:
December 12

On Sunday, December 12th we will have our monthly
food drive for St. Mark’s Parish. Last July, St. Mark’s was
consolidated with three other parishes who were not
receiving food donations from sharing parishes.
We continue to collect and deliver to St. Mark’s per usual,
but the number of families needing food has increased.
Your donations are critically important.
Volunteers will be at the
parish garage between 9
am and noon on Sunday,
December 12th.
Pull up to the garage, where
large totes will be available
for your donations, or
pop your trunk and our
volunteers will collect the
food.
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Light Weigh Catholic Weight-Loss
Light Weigh Catholic Weight-loss is coming to
Our Lady of the Wayside!
Weight-loss, Saints, Bible Study, Friendship,
Spiritual Healing & Prayers! Transformations
are happening! Connect to the power of God and
the group today.

Thank you for your past and future generosity in this
important ministry.

New sessions begin January 10, 2022.

Non-perishable food is now being accepted during the
week in the lobby of the Parish Center.

For more information, visit www.lightweigh.com
or e-mail �erese Gra�f therese.gra�f@gmail.com.

2nd Sunday of Advent

December 5, 2021
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Remember In Beauty Your Loved Ones, Living or Deceased
Our Lady of the Wayside Christmas 2021
We invite you to honor the name of your loved
ones with flowers and decorations for our Church
at Christmas.
Please fill out the form below clearly, attach your
check made payable to Our Lady of the Wayside
Church, and drop it in the collection basket or
give it to Patricia Porzezinski at the Parish Oﬃce
no later than Friday, December 10th.
Your loved one’s name will appear in the Christmas bulletin under “In Memory Of” or “In Honor
Of.”
Suggested Donation - $20.00 per name
*Please make checks payable to
Our Lady of the Wayside Church

(PLEASE PRINT) - First & Last Names Only
Donor’s Name:
Phone Number:
“In Memory Of ”

“In Honor Of ”
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MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY:

SACRED LITURGY:

5:00 pm Saturday, December 11, 2021
Presider: Father Dominic Vinh Ha & Deacon Peter LeTourneau

Monday, December 6, 2021
8:30 am – Nicholas Palmer, James Dezellar, Joan Drolet, Sister
Ann Diettrich

7:30 am Sunday, December 12, 2021
Presider: Father Dominic Vinh Ha & Deacon Peter LeTourneau
9:30 am Sunday, December 12 2021
Presider: Father Arthur Marat & Deacon Paul Onischuk
11:30 am Sunday, December 12, 2021
Presider: Father Dominic Vinh Ha & Deacon Paul Onischuk
6:00 pm Sunday, December 12, 2021
Presider: Father Arthur Marat & Deacon Peter LeTourneau

GOSPEL MEDITATION:
December 5, 2021
2nd Sunday of Advent
St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the
way and open the door for Christ. “You see that when the Word
of God knocks hardest on your door, it is when his hair is wet
with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to visit those who
are in tribulation and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed by
distress. So, his head is covered with dew, with drops, when his
body is laboring hard. It is important to keep watch so that when
the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If you are asleep and
your heart is not keeping watch, he will go away without knocking; but if your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks and asks
for the door to be opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming
and difficult and we find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and
miserable, these words can bring great comfort.

Tuesday, December 7, 2021
8:30 am – Frank Greifenstein
Wednesday, December 8, 2021
8:30 am – Thomas Martini, Vincent Quattrocchi
Thursday, December 9, 2021
8:30 am – Louise Farrell
Friday, December 10, 2021
8:30 am – Peter & Josephine Quattrocchi
Saturday, December 11, 2021
8:30 am – Deceased Members of Our Lady of the Wayside
5:00 pm – Henry Lysiak, Mary Shaughnessy, Adele Gareri,
Elvino & Josephine Battelli, Joan Galinski
Sunday, December 12, 2021
7:30 am – Joan Galinski, Gert Ivory, Bruce Ventura
9:30 am – Virginia Vittore, Karen Banach, Don Klein,
Thomas Simon, Stephen Spotak
11:30 am – Kelly Trecka, Maureen Lavin, Philip White,
Patrick King, JoAnne Glynn
6:00 pm – For the Living and Deceased Members of Our Lady
of the Wayside

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 5, 2021
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/
Lk 3:1-6

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable
darkness and being stuck becomes our norm. In this time of
self-focus our hearts are closed to the graces and life God desires
to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and misery, we fail
to see the mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring.
If we take seriously the need to prepare the way for Christ and
open our hearts in preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s
gentle voice calling us deep within. It beckons us to seek out
its source and discover the inner calm and peace that can prevail over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so
dark that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who journey with us, and God’s promise may bring a
glimmer of light even when it is most difficult to keep our hearts’
doors open. Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in
trusting the faith of others both past and present.

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. Is
35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26

We have to trust that God has already begun the accomplishment
of good work in us and that humanity is on an incredible journey
to something wonderful and awesome. God is not done. When
we open the doors of our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives,
and prepare the way, Jesus can come with God’s simple gifts of
peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal at us. It is easy to
get tired and confused. We have to train our hearts to keep watch,
discern what is of value, and forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves
to become so weighed down by things and brought out of focus is
a tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is knocking. Answer the door. You will see and understand life in ways
you never thought possible before.
		
©LPi

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk
3:10-18

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [cf. Is
40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 1:36, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]/Mt
11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt
11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/
Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Pray for the Sick
Helene Bottalla, Marie DeSanto, Marge Finch,
Ken Kramer, Valerie Lund, Delores McCloy, George
Miller, Eugene Olivo, Larry Pitzer, Melvin Rotor,
Sue Sloma, Rev. John Topper

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office will be closed on
Wednesday, December 8th, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Our Lady of the Wayside								
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Mother and thank God for her preservation from sin so that she
might bring Christ into the world.

Sunday, Dec 05, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

In praise of community service
Consider him an early volunteer. John the Baptist preached and
baptized through the countryside, preparing the community for the
way, truth, and life about to open to them. He wasn't paid for these
services, which is probably why his diet was locusts and honey,
and his clothing coarse. Today on International Volunteer Day, we
give thanks for all who helped their neighbors with grocery runs
and check-ins during the long season of sickness. We can
continue this spirit of social engagement: giving blood, organizing
group clean-ups, shoveling a neighbor's sidewalk. Volunteering
builds empathy!
TODAY'S READINGS: Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6
(6). “A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight his paths.’ "

Monday, Dec 06, 2021
MEMORIAL OF NICHOLAS, BISHOP

The wonder of it all
Very little is known about the historical Saint Nicholas, but he
evolved into a legendary figure so intertwined with Christmas, it’s
almost as if he were part of the Nativity story. The actual Nicholas
lived 300 years after the birth of Jesus. Whether he secretly gave
gifts to children or not, the spirit of his story is real. Centuries later
as presents are wrapped in mystery and kept under the tree in
anticipation, emotions of waiting for the Christ Child heighten as
we ponder a miracle we can’t fathom. Thank you, Saint Nicholas,
for a tradition that helps incarnate our joy and wonder!
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 5:17-26 (181). “We have
seen incredible things today.”

Tuesday, Dec 07, 2021
MEMORIAL OF AMBROSE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Wage peace
Advent anticipates the Prince of Peace. But as we recall Pearl
Harbor, Catholics also embrace a tradition that includes just war
theory—sketched out by the likes of Saint Augustine, fleshed out
by the likes of Saint Ambrose. King David “never waged war
unless he was driven to it,” Ambrose observed, illustrating that
wars should be fought only as a last resort. Further, war should be
waged selflessly—to help and protect others. War that “preserves
one’s country [or] defends the weak . . . is full of justice.” Pray for
those in the armed services who sacrifice and protect, and also
pray for peace.
Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14 (182).
"Comfort, give comfort to my people.”
TODAY'S READINGS:

Wednesday, Dec 08, 2021
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(PATRONAL FEAST DAY OF THE U.S.A.)

A day of pure celebration
Today we celebrate the Immaculate Conception, the church’s
teaching that Mary was preserved from original sin from the
moment of her conception. It is one of only two dogmas
proclaimed infallibly by a pope. All of today’s readings are related:
They trace the tale back to the Fall, followed by a celebration of the
“marvelous deeds” of God’s salvation, culminating in the gospel
reading of the Annunciation, where Mary learns she will bear a son
who will reverse the curse of sin. Today, honor our Blessed

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12;
Luke 1:26-38 (689). “. . . he chose us in him, before the foundation
of the world, to be holy and without blemish before him.”

Thursday, Dec 09, 2021
MEMORIAL OF JUAN DIEGO CUAUHTLATOATZIN

Be a witness to the miracle of God’s love
We are told that Saint Juan Diego was undistinguished before he
became the person to whom the Virgin Mary appeared at
Tepeyac, Mexico in 1531. Juan Diego had an opportunity to open
himself to God’s grace—Mary’s appearance and miracle. He
responded in faith by listening to the Virgin and persistently
communicating her message, even though as an indigenous
person, his word was at first discounted. His part in the miracle at
Tepeyac has had enduring impact by opening other indigenous
and mestizo Mexicans to the gospel message, and by opening
church leaders—albeit slowly, in fits and starts—to the message
indigenous peoples have for the wider church. Are you ready to
receive God’s grace, as did Juan Diego?
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15 (184).
“Whoever has ears ought to hear.”

Friday, Dec 10, 2021
MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF LORETO

Jesus makes his presence known
Emmanuel, “God is with us,” is our guiding truth. Christians find
many ways to remind ourselves of God’s Real Presence. Of
course, the primary way is through the Eucharist. But shrines and
relics are also a very Catholic way of pointing to the reality of
Christ in our lives. Take for example the shrine of Our Lady of
Loreto, which resides in Loreto, Italy, a small town on the Adriatic
coast. It is there that the original home of Mary is said to have
been moved, either by angels or more probably by a wealthy
Italian merchant, after the late 13th-century siege of Jerusalem. At
this shrine we can presumably touch the same stones that Jesus
touched as a boy. What a remarkable reminder that the Word was
made flesh and lived among us. Pray to Our Lady of Loreto for
continued reminders of God’s abiding presence.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 (185/689B).
“The virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him
Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us!’ ”

Saturday, Dec 11, 2021
MEMORIAL OF DAMASUS I, POPE

By the book
By the fourth century of the Christian era there were 20 or so
gospels floating around the early church communities along with
the familiar four. Dozens of epistles existed in addition to the 21 we
now recognize. It was today’s saint, Pope Damasus I (c. 305–
384), who presided over the Council of Rome in 382 that
determined the canon, or official list, of the Bible. He also
encouraged Saint Jerome to produce a translation of the existing
Greek and Hebrew texts into Latin, the common language of the
day. Inexpensive versions of the Catholic New American Bible
Revised Edition make great Christmas gifts for friends and family
looking to deepen their faith.
TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 (186).
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
©2021 TrueQuest Communications. TakeFiveForFaith.com; mail@takefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Noncommercial reprints permitted with the
following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. For more
information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app available online at
TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.
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2nd Sunday of Advent

December 5, 2021

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
God’s Personal Assistants
If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether it’s a musical performance or a religious conference, you may have
dealt with someone’s personal assistant. Possibly this person would be a representative of the keynote speaker or the
master of ceremonies for the local bishop; perhaps it’s even the staﬀer of a local politician or the lackey of a well-known
musical act.
Personal assistants are masters of stewardship — overseeing things in their boss’ absence. They prepare the way. This
person’s job is to get everything ready for the person in charge, so that when he or she shows up — whoever he or she is
— it’s smooth sailing for them to do whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, mingle, what-have-you. It’s usually
a big job full of little things, a gig where attention to detail is key.
God is the guest of honor in our life, the keynote speaker, the main event. And what He wants — what He needs — to do
is to change our hearts. Constantly, over, and over, and over again.
We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. We need to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight His paths.
We need to make everything ready so that when He shows up — however He shows up, whether it’s in the form of a
neighbor in need or a burning bush right in front of us — everything is ready for Him to do His job.
©LPi

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Our Lady of the Wayside
434 WEST PARK STREET • ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 60005

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Adults interested in learning more about the Catholic faith
in order to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist
and/or Confirmation, please call the parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism
Please contact Deacon Peter LeTourneau at the parish office to schedule a baptism. A baptismal preparation session is required for your first child.

Parish Information:
Website: www.olwparish.org
Email: officeservices@olwparish.org
Parish Office and Rectory:
Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday
Phone: (847) 253-5353
FAX: (847) 253-7175
School Office:
Phone: (847) 255-0050
FAX: (847) 253-0543

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 9:30 am to 10:30 am. Or, contact the parish office
to schedule a time.
Sacrament of Marriage
Contact the parish office at least six months prior to a preferred date for necessary preparation.
Holy Communion for the Homebound & Hospitalized
Please contact Kathy O’Neill at the parish office.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Homebound or ill wanting to receive this Sacrament and
the Eucharist, please contact the parish office.

Religious Education Office:
Phone: (847) 398-5011
Weekend Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am and 6:00 pm
Daily Eucharistic Liturgies
Monday through Saturday: 8:30 am
Daily and Saturday Vigil Masses are livestreamed
on the parish YouTube and Facebook pages.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

A VOICE OF ONE CRYING OUT IN THE DESERT: “PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE STRAIGHT HIS PATHS.”
— LU K E 3 : 4

Mr. Tom King
Chairperson, Parish Pastoral Council
Dr. Grant Trunnell
Chairperson, Parish Management Council
To Be Announced
Chairperson, Worship & Spiritual Life
Visit and Like our Social Media Channels...

Kids Prayer for Advent
My little Lord Jesus, I love You and thank You for this Advent season. Please help me to understand all that You have done for me.
Your loving mother held You in her heart and brought You into this
world. Help me to do the same. My loving Jesus, I choose You, this
Advent, as my King and my God. Draw me close to You and help me
to see my sins so that I can change the things that You want me to
change. Mother Mary, pray for me this Advent so that I may do all
that God wants me to do. You said “Yes” to all that God asked of
you. Please pray for me that I may do the same.
Come, Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus, come! I love
You, Jesus. Amen.
Source: My Catholic Life https://bit.ly/3DctEZx

