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Sunday Callecton for Apri 4, 2021

§5,155
§11,088

§18,833 527900 ($8,065)

This Week's Budget Difference
Gifts

Christmas
Collection

Easter
Collection

587,013 $175,000 {577 98T)

£28113 837 163 390,000 (552 83T

School This Week's YTD Collected  Applied
Support Gifts 2021 Scholarships

Endowment

Fund 525 §18.822

Rebek 50 §10,162 312447

Thank you for your generosity!

St. Mark’s Food Collection:
April 11

On Sunday, April 11th, we will have our monthly
non-perishable food drive for St Mark’s Parish, In
these difficult times their need for food is great and
they are serving more people than ever.

Our volunteers will be at

the parish garage between

9 am and noon on Sunday,
April 11th. We will follow
CIC safety guidelines. Social
distancing will be observed,

Alms are an inhe
and a justice which
due to the poor and
which Jesus has levied
" - Saint Francis

and gloves and masks will be
worn by volunteers.
SATNT MARKS FOOD TANTRY

Pull up to the garage, where el

large totes will be available

for your donations, or pop

open your trunk and cur volunteers will collect the
food.

Please spread the word to all Wayside Parishioners,
neighbors and friends. Thank you for your past and
future generosity in this important ministey.

Non-perishable food is now also being accepted
during the week in the lobby of the Parish Center.

Our Lady of the Wayside parishioners are invit- A48
ed and encouraged to attend, House of Worship  JelR
Safety 101; An Active Shooter Awareness e+ :
Response Presentation. This is a live event that

will take place in our church on Monday, April

26 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.

The evening promises to be highly informative,
as Sargent Alexandra Nelson of the Arlington

&\ Heights Police Department will present strate-

gies, guidance and a proven plan for surviving
an active shooter event. Topics will include the
history and prevalence of active shooter events,
civilian response options, medical issues, and
considerations for conducting drills.

Per Archdiocese and State of Illinois directives,
seating will be limited to 125 attendees and
preregistration is required. To register visit:
hittps:/bit.]v/ 3mld Y.

This presentation will also be livestreamed on
Our Lady of the Wayside's You'Tube and Face-
book Pages. tor those unable to attend in-per-
S0,

Additional information: Law enforcement agencies

are frequently requested by schools, businesses, and
conmmumity members for direction on what to do if
confronted with an active shooter event, This pre-

sentation by officer Nelson is based on the Civilian

E  Response to Active Shooter Events (CRASE) course,

desigied and built on the Aveid, Deny, Defend
(ADD]) strategy developed by ALERRT in 2004.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR B
Reflection

Feast of Divine Mercy

In 1936, something extraordinary occurred in Poland; Jesus spoke the follow-
ing words to a simple Polish nun named 5t. Faustina Kowalska: "My daughter,
tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. T desire that the Feast of
Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On
that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. | pour out a whole ocean
of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that
will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete for-
giveness of sins and punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates through
which grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though
its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel,
will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come forth from the very depths of
My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me will contemplate My love and mercy throughout eternity.
The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on
the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy” (Diary 699).

Father Arthur Marat

Thanks to 5t. Pope John Paul 11, who canonized Sr. Faustina Kowalska and instituted the Feast of Divine Mer-
cy, the entire Church celebrates this feast today. We need this feast more than ever, since we are living in a
post-Christian era of great fear and worldwide unrest. Even within the Church, there is division and moral con-
fusion, We desperately long for the peace that comes from turning to the Fount of Jesus' Mercy.

Imagine if the Unite States government announced that it was implementing a debt forgiveness program, and all
that was necessary Lo receive complete forgiveness of all financial debt was to go Lo a specific location and stand
in line for an hour. Would not every person in this parish do whatever was necessary to meet these require-
ments? Well, spiritually speaking, Jesus promises even more to those who will go to confession this week and
receive the Eucharist today: the forgiveness of all of their sins (debt) and the remission of all punishment (pay-
ment) for their sins. When we die, all of our financial debt will cease to matter. But this is not the case with our
spiritual debts—those we carry with us into the next life. Those, however, who take advantage of Jesus’ unfath-
omable mercy will essentially return to the state purity that we experience only after the moment we are baplized
and before we have committed any sin! This is a spiritual debt remission offer that none of us can spiritually
afford to pass up.

As your pastor and spiritual father, it is my greatest desire that each and every member of this parish go to
Heaven. And what greater way to prepare for Heaven than by taking advantage of Jesus’ spiritual offer of Divine
Mercy and peace for so little a cost—reception of the Eucharist (in a state of grace) and confession (within one
week of the feast). If you would like to receive this gift and have not been to the Sacrament of Confession in the
past week, then please call the parish office to make an appointment, and 1 would be delighted to meet with you
for the Sacrament of Confession. If you are homebound, please let the office staff know, and I would be happy
to come to you and hear your confession in your home. The Sacrament of Confession will also be available next
Saturday from 10:00-11:00 AM in the Church.

Elsewhere in St. Faustina's diary, she writes that Jesus said: “1 am love and Mercy Itself. There is no misery that
could be a match for My mercy, neither will misery exhaust it, because as it is being granted - it increases.
The soul that trusts in My mercy is most fortunate, because I Myself take care of it™ (Diary 1273). Let us
trust in Jesus’ mercy, and then all will truly be well.

Yours in Christ,
Father Arthur



Divine Mercy and
Divine Mercy Sunday

If you are like me, you may be unfamiliar with the topic of Divine
Mercy (e.g. what it is and how it relates to you and your life). To be
honest, Divine Mercy has always been difficult for me to understand,
as well as to participate in. With Divine Mercy Sunday fast ap-
proaching, let’s can change that. Let’s approach this topic by defining
Divine Mercy and by illustrating what Jesus promised on Divine
Mercy Sunday.

Divine Mercy Defined - Knowing that I am not a learned theologian,
[ wish to borrow the words of a popular author and speaker, Michael
E. Gaitley, MIC, from his book Divine Mercy Explained - Keys to the
Message and Devotion. On page 6 of this book, Fr. Gaitley notes the
following:

“To begin, mercy is Toves second name,” Its a particular kind of love,

a particular node of love when it encounters suffering, poverty, bro-

kenness, and sin. Divine Mercy is when God’s love meets us and helps us in the midst of our suffering and sin. In fact,
because this side of eternity we're all sinners and because suffering is a lot in life, Gods love for us here always takes the
form af mercy. Its always the Lord stepping out in compassion to help us poor, weak and broken sinners. From our per-
spective, then, every good we receive is an expression of Divine Mercy”

So, Divine Mercy is a form of God’s love that is available to all of us. It is God waiting for us to turn/return to him
and, when we do, God showering us with his blessings and grace. If we wish to have a story to illustrate God’s Divine
Mercy for us, the Parable of the Lost Son is perfect. In this parable, the father never forgot about his lost son. He
never gave up on him, but patiently waited for his son’s return. And, when the son returned, the father ran out to
meel him. The father didn’t punish the repentant son, but graced him with his robe and ring. He further had a meal
prepared to celebrate the son’s return. This is what God's Divine Mercy looks like and how we encounter it.

Divine Mercy Sunday - Divine Mercy Sunday, the second Sunday of Easter (April 11th this year), is a Feast Day that
Jesus told St. Faustina that he wanted us to celebrate.. .that he wanted us to know about. Why? In Jesus words...
On that day [Divine Mercy Sunday] the very depths of My tender mercy are opened. I pour out a whole ocean
of graces upon the souls who approach the fount of My mercy. ...On that day, all the divine floodgates through
which graces flow are opened. Regarding Divine Mercy Sunday, Jesus also told 5t. Faustina, “The soul that will go
to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.”

I don't know about you, but this sounds AWESOME! We all know that is has been difficult to go to confession and
attend Mass during this unprecedented time. If you have not been able to do so, move to receive such graces—and
the promises of Divine Mercy Sunday—through the following:

1. Offer an Act of Spiritual Communion and
2. Offer an Act of Contrition, in complete dependence upon the mercy and love of God, in sorrow for all sins and
with a firm resolve to confess all serious sins at the next available time.

That's it, my friends. Offer away, and be prepared for the floodgates of God's Divine Mercy to be opened for you on
Divine Mercy Sunday! Peace...

Deacon Paul Onischuk

! Diives in Misericordia, 7.






