
Chapter 6: Solidarity—February Family Action
The CRS video about Solidarity pointed out that prayer and awareness leads to action.  For this month’s family action, 
read about two local organizations working for solidarity in our community.  ︎︎︎︎︎︎︎︎︎Visit their websites and start a meaningful 
discussion with your children/family about what these local organizations are doing for people in our community and 
ways to support them.  Pray as a family for those who are working in these organizations and the people they are helping.  

Gerry’s Cafe
Gerry’s Cafe is the vision of two area business women who are creating a workplace for adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.  They want to celebrate these adults and their unique abilities by offering them job 
opportunities and competitive wages. ︎︎︎︎︎︎︎︎︎︎  Their mission is to open a cafe in Arlington Heights that offers coffee drinks, 
freshly baked pastries, a cafe style lunch, and catering with delivery.  They plan to hire, train, and supervise approximately 
30 adults from our community, (ages 22 and older) to fill various positions.  ︎︎︎︎︎︎︎︎︎︎Their cafe will be a “place of joy for all 
employees and patrons, an establishment where friends and families will gather and fill their cups again and again.” 
https://www.gerryscafe.org/

Plans are on hold to open Gerry’s Cafe until the Covid 19 pandemic clears, but for now, volunteers are working behind the 
scenes to develop the business.  Eventually, volunteers will be needed to supervise employees and sustain the 
establishment.  When the cafe does open, individuals and families may lend support with their patronage.  A customer 
who chooses coffee, bakery items, lunch or catering allows an exceptional person to earn a living and be an active 
contributor to society.  

• Pray with your family for the success of Gerry’s Cafe.  Learn more about the organization, the people involved, and 
who the cafe is named for by visiting their website at https://www.gerryscafe.org/  

Viator House of Hospitality
Viatorians Fr. Cory Brost and Br. Michael Gosch have spoken to OLW groups about the difficulties faced by young male 
immigrants seeking asylum in the U.S. and why they launched the Viator House of Hospitality (VHH) in 2017.  They 
explained that unaccompanied children who enter the U.S. seeking protection from the violence of their homelands are 
housed in juvenile detention facilities operated by licensed child-care providing agencies.  They are cared for and given 
opportunities for education while they await legal proceedings to determine if they will be allowed to remain in the U.S.  
Most children seek “asylum” and must prove a well-grounded fear of persecution in their homeland.  Many do not have 
attorneys to represent them at their hearing and this delays the legal process, sometimes up to four years.

Once they turn 18, the law no longer allows them to be housed in a juvenile facility.  If they do not have a family member 
or friend to sponsor them, they must stay in an adult detention facility until they are granted asylum.  In the Chicago area 
this is usually a county jail where they are required to wear prison jumpsuits and must get permission to go outside.  
Consequently, their limited mobility affects their ability to schedule court hearings.  Living in a prison is confusing and 
frightening, especially to one who is alone in a new country and has witnessed persecution in his homeland.  Being treated 
like a prisoner and placed next to other prisoners who committed felonies is demeaning.  Overall, the conditions in a 
prison are unfavorable for meeting the emotional needs of these young adults.

This is why Fr. Brost and Br. Gosch launched the Viator House of Hospitality, a government-approved alternative to an 
adult detention facility.  The VHH houses about 20 residents at a time and its mission is to provide a supportive living 
environment where young men can attend school, improve their language skills, grow spiritually and emotionally, receive 
proper medical care, and work while awaiting legal proceedings.  Partnerships with churches (including OLW) and civic 
organizations provides spiritual, community and financial support.  Over 70 volunteers act as tutors, house assistants, 
drivers, and mentors. Staff and volunteers continuously strive to build supportive and affirming relationships to help the 
young men successfully integrate into the community and our culture.

• Pray with your family for the young men who live at VHH and the staff and volunteers working there.  Visit the VHH 
website at https://viatorhouseofhospitality.com/  

• Click on the links below for some excellent articles about VHH (these are from the VHH website) 
https://www.chausa.org/publications/health-progress/article/july-august-2019/asylum-seekers-find-safe-haven  
https://www.chicagocatholic.com/chicagoland/-/article/2018/02/07/homes-offer-safety-for-young-asylum-seekers
https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/when-unaccompanied-minors-turn-18-living-options-shift
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